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Fig.68

SHAPE | LENGTH (cm) |60
WIDTH (cm) |60
ROBOT ORIGIN | (0,0)

Fig.6C

POSITION (x COORDINATE, y COORDINATE, ROBOT DIRECTION)

INITIAL POSITION | 701A:(-200, 450, 0)

RELAY POSITION | 701B:(1200, 450, 0)
701C:(2600, 450, 0)
701D:(4000, 450, 0)
701H:(4000, ~2450, -90)
701G:(2600, -2450, 180)
701F:(1200, —2450, 180)
701E:(-200, 2450, 180)
(_

DESIRED POSITION| 701A:(-200, 450, 90)
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1
AUTONOMOUS RUNNING CONTROL
METHOD AND DEVICE OF AUTONOMOUS
RUNNING APPARATUS, AND PROGRAM
FOR AUTONOMOUS RUNNING CONTROL
DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a continuation application of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/JP2014/001582, with an international filing
date of Mar. 19, 2014, which claims priority of Japanese
Patent Application No.: 2013-058646 filed on Mar. 21, 2013,
the content of which is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The technical field relates to an autonomous running
control method and device of an autonomous running appa-
ratus, and a program for the autonomous running control
device that can make the autonomous running apparatus
approach the person and provide information desired by the
person when deciding whether the person who moves
towards an autonomous running apparatus needs the autono-
mous running apparatus and the person needs the autono-
mous running apparatus, and can make the autonomous
running apparatus avoid and pass the person when the
person does not need the autonomous running apparatus.

BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, as a method in which an information
providing robot approaches a person, a technique that
decides that the person who moves towards the robot is a
person who needs the robot, and makes the robot move
towards the person is known (Patent Literature 1).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1:

Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2010-
224878

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, even when a moving direction of a person is a
direction where a robot is present, the person does not
necessarily need the robot. Examples of the reasons for this
are “the person temporarily moves towards robot in order to
avoid that obstacle in front”, and “the destination for the
person is located at the back of the robot”.

When the robot is made to move towards the person
although the person does not need the robot, the robot
obstructs the person’s path.

One non-limiting and exemplary embodiment provides an
autonomous running control method and device of an
autonomous running apparatus, and a program for the
autonomous running control device that can make the
autonomous running apparatus approach the person and
provide information desired by the person when deciding
whether the person who moves towards an autonomous
running apparatus needs the autonomous running apparatus
and the person needs the autonomous running apparatus, and
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2

can make the autonomous running apparatus avoid and pass
the person when the person does not need the autonomous
running apparatus.

Additional benefits and advantages of the disclosed
embodiments will be apparent from the specification and
Figures. The benefits and/or advantages may be individually
provided by the various embodiments and features of the
specification and drawings disclosure, and need not all be
provided in order to obtain one or more of the same.

In one general aspect, the techniques disclosed here
feature: An autonomous running control method of an
autonomous running apparatus for changing a running route
of the autonomous running apparatus according to a motion
of a person with respect to the autonomous running appa-
ratus that runs towards a destination given in advance, the
method comprising:

controlling running of the autonomous running apparatus
along a first route where an autonomous running controller
avoids the person when the person is likely to contact with
the autonomous running apparatus according to a position
history of the person for predetermined time;

deciding whether the person has an intention to approach
the autonomous running apparatus in a contact intention
deciding unit after the autonomous running apparatus runs
along the first route;

generating a second route where the autonomous running
apparatus approaches the person in an access route gener-
ating unit when decision is made that the person has the
intention to approach the autonomous running apparatus;
and

controlling the running of the autonomous running appa-
ratus along the second route in the autonomous running
controller.

These general and specific aspects may be implemented
using a system, a method, and a computer program, and any
combination of systems, methods, and computer programs.

From the aspects of the present disclosure, even when a
person moves towards the autonomous running apparatus,
the person does not necessarily have an intention to contact
the autonomous running apparatus and thus the autonomous
running controller temporarily makes an avoiding motion
along the first route where the autonomous running appa-
ratus avoids the person. As a result, the contact intention
deciding unit can decide whether the person who changes a
trajectory according to the avoiding motion of the autono-
mous running apparatus is a person who truly has an
intention to contact with the autonomous running apparatus.
As a result, since the autonomous running apparatus avoids
the person who does not have the intention to contact with
the autonomous running apparatus, a danger of the contact
is eliminated, and thus the apparatus makes the motion that
does not trouble the person. The contact intention deciding
unit decides whether the person has the intention to contact
with the autonomous running apparatus based on the later
change in the trajectory of the person who has the intention
to contact with the autonomous running apparatus, and the
autonomous running apparatus is made to contact with the
person smoothly, so that the autonomous running apparatus
can provide information to the person.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other aspects and features of the present
disclosure will become clear from the following description
taken in conjunction with the embodiments thereof with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a constitution of an
information providing robot according to a first embodiment
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating one example of a passage in
a commercial facility where the information providing robot
according to the first embodiment of the present disclosure
operates;

FIG. 3 is an entire plan view illustrating one example of
commercial facility of the information providing robot
according to the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating one example of a person
position history database of the information providing robot
according to the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating one example of a walking
cycle of the person from the information providing robot
according to the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6A is a view illustrating one example of a robot
database relating to a position, a moving direction, a moving
speed and a desired position of the information providing
robot at every predetermined measurement time according
to the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6B is a view illustrating one example of a robot
database relating to a shape of the information providing
robot according to the first embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 6C is a view illustrating one example of a robot
database relating to an initial position, a relay position and
the desired position of the information providing robot
according to the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating one example of a configura-
tion space of the information providing robot according to
the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8A is a view illustrating one example of a three-
dimensional configuration space of the information provid-
ing robot according to the first embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 8B is a view illustrating one example of a route
where the robot avoids the person that is generated by an
avoiding route generating unit of the robot in a condition
shown in FIG. 8A;

FIG. 9 is a view illustrating one example of a contact state
between the person and the robot in the information pro-
viding robot according to the first embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 10 is a view illustrating one example of the change
in the trajectory of the person with respect to the robot
avoiding motion of the information providing robot accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 11 is a view illustrating one example of the change
in the trajectory of the person with respect to the robot
avoiding motion of the information providing robot accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 12 is a view illustrating one example of the change
in the trajectory of the person with respect to the robot
avoiding motion of the information providing robot accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 13 is a view illustrating one example of generation
of the robot avoiding route of the information providing
robot according to the first embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating an entire process of the
information providing robot according to the first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 15 is a view illustrating one example of a passage in
a commercial facility where an information providing robot
according to a second embodiment of the present disclosure
operates;
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FIG. 16 is a view illustrating an example of equipment
and facility data recorded as a part of the robot database of
the information providing robot according to the second
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 17 is a block diagram illustrating a constitution of
the information providing robot according to the second
embodiment of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 18 is a flowchart partially illustrating the process of
the information providing robot according to the second
embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Examples of the disclosed technique are as follows.

1st aspect: An autonomous running control method of an
autonomous running apparatus for changing a running route
of the autonomous running apparatus according to a motion
of a person with respect to the autonomous running appa-
ratus that runs towards a destination given in advance, the
method comprising:

controlling running of the autonomous running apparatus
along a first route where an autonomous running controller
avoids the person when the person is likely to contact with
the autonomous running apparatus according to a position
history of the person for predetermined time;

deciding whether the person has an intention to approach
the autonomous running apparatus in a contact intention
deciding unit after the autonomous running apparatus runs
along the first route;

generating a second route where the autonomous running
apparatus approaches the person in an access route gener-
ating unit when decision is made that the person has the
intention to approach the autonomous running apparatus;
and

controlling the running of the autonomous running appa-
ratus along the second route in the autonomous running
controller.

From the aspect of the present disclosure, even when a
person moves towards the autonomous running apparatus,
the person does not necessarily have an intention to contact
the autonomous running apparatus and thus the autonomous
running controller temporarily makes an avoiding motion
along the first route where the autonomous running appa-
ratus avoids the person. As a result, the contact intention
deciding unit can decide whether the person who changes a
trajectory according to the avoiding motion of the autono-
mous running apparatus is a person who truly has an
intention to contact with the autonomous running apparatus.
As a result, since the autonomous running apparatus avoids
the person who does not have the intention to contact with
the autonomous running apparatus, a danger of the contact
is eliminated, and thus the apparatus makes the motion that
does not trouble the person. The contact intention deciding
unit decides whether the person has the intention to contact
with the autonomous running apparatus based on the later
change in the trajectory of the person who has the intention
to contact with the autonomous running apparatus, and the
autonomous running apparatus is made to contact with the
person smoothly, so that the autonomous running apparatus
can provide information to the person.

2nd aspect: The autonomous running control method of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 1st
aspect, wherein
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the decision whether the person is likely to contact with
the autonomous running apparatus is made by:

estimating a moving direction and a moving speed of the
person based on the position history of the person for the
predetermined time in a person moving state estimating unit;
and

deciding whether the person is likely to contact with the
autonomous running apparatus in a contact possibility decid-
ing unit based on the moving direction and the moving speed
of the person estimated by the person moving state estimat-
ing unit and running information about running of the
autonomous running apparatus from a first position to a
second position.

From the above aspect, even when a person who moves
towards the autonomous running apparatus is estimated by
the person moving state estimating unit, the person does not
necessarily have an intention to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus, and thus the autonomous running con-
troller temporarily makes an avoiding motion along the first
route where the autonomous running apparatus avoids the
person. As a result, the contact intention deciding unit can
decide whether the person who changes a trajectory accord-
ing to the avoiding motion of the autonomous running
apparatus is a person who truly has an intention to contact
with the autonomous running apparatus. As a result, since
the autonomous running apparatus avoids the person who
does not have the intention to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus, a danger of the contact is eliminated, and
thus the apparatus makes the motion that does not trouble the
person. The contact intention deciding unit decides whether
the person has the intention to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus based on the later change in the trajectory
of the person who has the intention to contact with the
autonomous running apparatus, and the autonomous running
apparatus is made to contact with the person smoothly, so
that the autonomous running apparatus can provide infor-
mation to the person.

3rd aspect: The autonomous running control method of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 2nd
aspect, wherein

when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that the
contact is likely to be made, an avoiding route generating
unit generates the first route.

From the above aspect, even when a person who moves
towards the autonomous running apparatus is estimated by
the person moving state estimating unit, the person does not
necessarily have an intention to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus, and thus the avoiding route generating
unit temporarily generates the first route where the autono-
mous running apparatus avoids the person so that the
autonomous running controller makes the avoiding motion
along the first route. As a result, the contact intention
deciding unit can decide whether the person who changes a
trajectory according to the avoiding motion of the autono-
mous running apparatus is a person who truly has an
intention to contact with the autonomous running apparatus.
As a result, since the autonomous running apparatus avoids
the person who does not have the intention to contact with
the autonomous running apparatus, a danger of the contact
is eliminated, and thus the apparatus makes the motion that
does not trouble the person. The contact intention deciding
unit decides whether the person has the intention to contact
with the autonomous running apparatus based on the later
change in the trajectory of the person who has the intention
to contact with the autonomous running apparatus, and the
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autonomous running apparatus contacts with the person
smoothly, so as to be capable of providing information to the
person.

4th aspect: The autonomous running control method of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 3rd
aspect, wherein

after the autonomous running apparatus runs along the
first route, the contact intention deciding unit decides
whether the person has the intention to approach the autono-
mous running apparatus based on decision in the contact
possibility deciding unit.

5th aspect: The autonomous running control method of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 4th
aspect, wherein

when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that the
contact is unlikely to be made, a normal route generating
unit generates a third route for moving to the destination,

the autonomous running controller controls the running of
the autonomous running apparatus along the third route.

From the above aspect, the normal route generating unit
can regenerate the third route for moving to a destination of
the autonomous running apparatus based on a position of the
autonomous running apparatus at time when the contact
intention deciding unit decides that the person does not have
the intention to contact with the autonomous running appa-
ratus. As a result, the autonomous running apparatus can
move directly to the destination from a position after the
autonomous running apparatus avoids the person along the
third route generated by the normal route generating unit
without returning to a position before the autonomous
running apparatus avoids the person and then moving to the
destination, and thus the time until the autonomous running
apparatus arrives at the destination can be shortened.

6th aspect: The autonomous running control method of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 5th
aspect, wherein

when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that the
autonomous running apparatus is likely to contact with the
person, and the contact intention deciding unit does not
decide that the person has the intention to approach the
autonomous running apparatus, the autonomous running
controller controls the running of the autonomous running
apparatus along the first route.

From the above aspect, even when a person who moves
towards the autonomous running apparatus is estimated by
the person moving state estimating unit, the person does not
necessarily have an intention to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus, and thus the avoiding route generating
unit temporarily generates an avoiding route where the
autonomous running apparatus avoids the person, so that the
autonomous running controller makes the avoiding motion.
As a result, the contact intention deciding unit can decide
whether the person who changes a trajectory according to
the avoiding motion of the autonomous running apparatus is
a person who truly has an intention to contact with the
autonomous running apparatus. As a result, since the autono-
mous running apparatus avoids the person who does not
have the intention to contact with the autonomous running
apparatus, a danger of the contact is eliminated, and thus the
apparatus makes the motion that does not trouble the person.
The contact intention deciding unit decides whether the
person has the intention to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus based on the later change in the trajectory
of the person who has the intention to contact with the
autonomous running apparatus, and the autonomous running
apparatus contacts with the person smoothly, so as to be
capable of providing information to the person.
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7th aspect: The autonomous running control method of
autonomous running apparatus according to the 6th aspect,
wherein

the first route generated by the avoiding route generating
unit is a route which avoids a region where the person moves
based on the moving direction and moving speed of the
person estimated by the person moving state estimating unit
and where the autonomous running apparatus runs so that a
route of the person and a route of the autonomous running
apparatus do not cross each other.

From this aspect, when the moving trajectory of the
person is regarded as a region so as to be avoided, the
autonomous running apparatus can pass the person with a
spatial allowance. That is to say, even when an error occurs
in the running of the autonomous running apparatus, the
likelihood of contact with the person at passing time can be
reduced.

8th aspect: The autonomous running control method of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 7th
aspect, wherein

the first route generated by the avoiding route generating
unit is a route where the autonomous running apparatus runs
to a direction of a position of the person at time when the
first route to be estimated by the person moving state
estimating unit is generated so that the route of the person
and the route of the autonomous running apparatus do not
cross each other.

From this aspect, when the autonomous running apparatus
avoids in the direction of the person at the time of generating
the first route, and the person has the intention to contact
with the autonomous running apparatus, the person changes
the course to the direction of the autonomous running
apparatus, so that the time until the contact with the autono-
mous running apparatus can be shortened.

9th aspect: The autonomous running control method of
the autonomous running apparatus according to any one of
the 6th to 8th aspects, wherein

after the autonomous running apparatus starts to run along
the second route generated by the avoiding route generating
unit, the autonomous running apparatus runs along the
second route until, at least, the person recognizes a change
in a moving direction of the autonomous running apparatus.

From this aspect, since the likelihood that the person and
the autonomous running apparatus contact with each other is
eliminated for a period until the person recognizes a change
in the moving direction of the autonomous running appara-
tus, the autonomous running apparatus can be prevented
from generating the third route wrongly.

10th aspect: The autonomous running control method of
the autonomous running apparatus according to any one of
the 6th to 9th aspects, wherein

after the autonomous running apparatus avoids the per-
son, the avoiding route generating unit generates the first
route so that an angle of change in a trajectory required for
the person to contact with the autonomous running apparatus
falls within a range of 30° to 50°.

From this aspect, while a labor required for changing the
trajectory of the person is being reduced, the autonomous
running apparatus can detect the change in the trajectory of
the person.

11th aspect: The autonomous running control method of
the autonomous running apparatus according to any one of
the 6th to 10th aspects, wherein

when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that the
person is likely to contact with the autonomous running
apparatus, and even when the contact intention deciding unit
cannot decide the intention of the person to contact with the
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autonomous running apparatus based on information about
opening hour of a shop present within a range where the
autonomous running apparatus moves because the shop is
not present in the moving direction of the person or the shop
present in the moving direction of the person is outside the
opening hour, the access route generating unit generates a
second route where the contact with the person is made.

From this aspect, when a shop is not present in the moving
direction of the person or a shop present in the moving
direction of the person is outside business hours, even if the
intention of the person to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus cannot be decided, the access route gen-
erating unit can generate the access route for approaching
the person.

12th aspect: An autonomous running control device of an
autonomous running apparatus for changing a running route
of the autonomous running apparatus according to a motion
of a person with respect to the autonomous running appa-
ratus that runs towards a destination given in advance, the
apparatus comprising:

an avoiding route generating unit that generates a first
route where the autonomous running apparatus avoids the
person when the person is likely to contact with the autono-
mous running apparatus based on a position history of the
person for predetermined time;

a contact intention deciding unit that decides whether the
person has an intention to approach the autonomous running
apparatus when the autonomous running apparatus runs
along the first route generated by the avoiding route gener-
ating unit;

an access route generating unit that generates a second
route where the autonomous running apparatus approaches
the person when the contact intention deciding unit decides
that the person has the intention to approach the autonomous
running apparatus; and

an autonomous running controller that controls running of
the autonomous running apparatus along the first route or the
second route.

13th aspect: The autonomous running control device of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 12th
aspect, wherein

the decision in the contact intention deciding unit whether
the person has the intention to approach the autonomous
running apparatus is made by:

a person position obtaining unit that obtains a position of
the person at every predetermined time;

a person moving state estimating unit that obtains the
position history of the person for predetermined time from
a position of the person at every predetermined time
obtained by the person position obtaining unit and estimates
a moving direction and a moving speed of the person; and

a contact possibility deciding unit that decides whether
the person is likely to contact with the autonomous running
apparatus based on the moving direction and moving speed
of the person estimated by the person moving state estimat-
ing unit and running information for the autonomous run-
ning apparatus to run from a first position to a second
position.

From this aspect, the person position obtaining unit
records positions of the person in chronological order so that
the person moving state estimating unit can accurately
estimate the moving direction and a moving speed of the
person.

14th aspect: The autonomous running control device of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 13rd
aspect, further comprising:
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a normal route generating unit that generates a third route
for moving to the destination when the contact possibility
deciding unit decides that the contact is unlikely to be made.

From the above aspect, the normal route generating unit
can regenerate the third route for moving to a destination of
the autonomous running apparatus based on a position of the
autonomous running apparatus at time when the contact
intention deciding unit decides that the person does not have
the intention to contact with the autonomous running appa-
ratus. As a result, the autonomous running apparatus can
move directly to the destination from a position after the
autonomous running apparatus avoids the person along the
third route generated by the normal route generating unit
without returning to a position before the autonomous
running apparatus avoids the person and then moving to the
destination, and thus the time until the autonomous running
apparatus arrives at the destination can be shortened.

15th aspect: The autonomous running control device of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 14th
aspect, wherein

the autonomous running controller:

controls running of the autonomous running apparatus
along the first route or the second route or the third route,
and when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that
the autonomous running apparatus is likely to contact with
the person, and the contact intention deciding unit does not
decide that the person has the intention to approach the
autonomous running apparatus, controls the running of the
autonomous running apparatus along the first route.

From this aspect, even when the contact possibility decid-
ing unit decides that the autonomous running apparatus and
the person are likely to contact with each other and the
contact intention deciding unit does not decide that the
person has an intention to approach the autonomous running
apparatus, the running of the autonomous running apparatus
is controlled according to the first route, so that the autono-
mous running apparatus does not suddenly run in front of the
person and does not make the person change the route. The
autonomous running apparatus makes a motion that does not
trouble the person, and does not bring a sense of anxiety to
the person.

16th aspect: The autonomous running control device of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 15th
aspect, further comprising:

aperson position history database in which the position of
the person obtained by the person position obtaining unit is
recorded in chronological order; and

an autonomous running apparatus database having the
running information for the autonomous running apparatus
to run from the first position to the second position, wherein

the person moving state estimating unit obtains the posi-
tion history of the person for the predetermined time from
the position of the person at every predetermined time
recorded in the person position history database, and esti-
mates the moving direction and moving speed of the person,

the contact possibility deciding unit decides whether the
person is likely to contact with the autonomous running
apparatus based on the moving direction and moving speed
of the person estimated by the person moving state estimat-
ing unit, and the running information recorded in the autono-
mous running apparatus database.

From this aspect, positions of the person are recorded in
chronological order so that the moving direction and a
moving speed of the person can be accurately estimated.

17th aspect: The autonomous running control device of
the autonomous running apparatus according to any one of
the 12th to 16th aspects, wherein
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after the autonomous running apparatus avoids the per-
son, the avoiding route generating unit generates the first
route so that an angle of change in a trajectory required for
the person to contact with the autonomous running apparatus
falls within a range of 30° to 50°.

From this aspect, while a labor required for changing the
trajectory of the person is being reduced, the autonomous
running apparatus can detect the change in the trajectory of
the person.

18th aspect: The autonomous running control device of
the autonomous running apparatus according to the 16th
aspect, wherein

at least an opening hour of a shop present within a range
where the autonomous running apparatus moves are
recorded in the autonomous running apparatus database,

when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that the
person is likely to contact with the autonomous running
apparatus, and even when the contact intention deciding unit
cannot decide the intention of the person to contact with the
autonomous running apparatus based on information about
the opening hour of the shop present within the range where
the autonomous running apparatus moves because the shop
is not present in the moving direction of the person or the
shop present in the moving direction of the person is outside
the opening hour, the access route generating unit generates
the second route where the contact with the person is made.

From this aspect, when a shop is not present in the moving
direction of the person or a shop present in the moving
direction of the person is outside business hours, even if the
intention of the person to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus cannot be decided, the access route gen-
erating unit can generate the access route (second route) for
approaching the person.

19th aspect: A program for an autonomous running con-
trol device of an autonomous running apparatus for chang-
ing a running route of the autonomous running apparatus
according to a motion of a person with respect to the
autonomous running apparatus running towards a destina-
tion given in advance, the program making a computer
function as:

an avoiding route generating unit that generates a first
route where the autonomous running apparatus avoids the
person when the person is likely to contact with the autono-
mous running apparatus according to a position history of
the person for predetermined time;

a contact intention deciding unit that decides whether the
person has an intention to approach the autonomous running
apparatus when the autonomous running apparatus runs
along the first route generated by the avoiding route gener-
ating unit;

an access route generating unit that generates a second
route where the autonomous running apparatus approaches
the person when the contact intention deciding unit decides
that the person has the intention to approach the autonomous
running apparatus; and

an autonomous running controller that controls running of
the autonomous running apparatus along the first route or the
second route.

From the aspect of the present disclosure, even when a
person moves towards the autonomous running apparatus,
the person does not necessarily have an intention to contact
the autonomous running apparatus and thus the autonomous
running controller temporarily makes an avoiding motion
along the first route where the autonomous running appa-
ratus avoids the person. As a result, the contact intention
deciding unit can decide whether the person who changes a
trajectory according to the avoiding motion of the autono-
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mous running apparatus is a person who truly has an
intention to contact with the autonomous running apparatus.
As a result, since the autonomous running apparatus avoids
the person who does not have the intention to contact with
the autonomous running apparatus, a danger of the contact
is eliminated, and thus the apparatus makes the motion that
does not trouble the person. The contact intention deciding
unit decides whether the person has the intention to contact
with the autonomous running apparatus based on the later
change in the trajectory of the person who has the intention
to contact with the autonomous running apparatus, and the
autonomous running apparatus is made to contact with the
person smoothly, so that the autonomous running apparatus
can provide information to the person.

Referring now to the accompanied drawings the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure will be described in detail
below.

First Embodiment

<Description of Constitution of Information Providing
Robot>

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating the constitution of the
information providing robot according to the first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

An information providing robot 204 according to the first
embodiment of the present disclosure functions as one
example of an autonomous running apparatus, has an
autonomous running control device 200, and is adapted to be
capable of changing a running route of the robot 204
according to the motion of the person 203 with respect to the
robot 204. The autonomous running control device 200 has
an observing apparatus 101, a person position estimating
unit 102, a person moving state estimating unit 104, a
contact possibility deciding unit 106, a contact intention
deciding unit 107, a route generating unit 108 (at least an
avoiding route generating unit 110 and an access route
generating unit 111), and a running controller 112. Further,
the autonomous running control device 200 may have a
person position history database 103 and a robot database
105. The observing apparatus 101 and the person position
estimating unit 102 function as one example of a person
position obtaining unit 100.

Further, FIG. 2 illustrates an example of one section of a
commercial facility having a passage 201 as one example of
an environment where the person 203 and the robot 204 are
coexist that has an image sensor 202 as one example of the
observing apparatus 101. At least one passage 201 is present
in the section. A first person 203 A and a second person 203B
that are users of the commercial facility, and the robot 204
that functions as one example of the autonomous running
apparatus for providing information to a user of the com-
mercial facility are present on the passage 201, and the
image sensor 202 that is provided to a ceiling of the passage
201 captures their positions. Further, a first shop 205A and
a second shop 205B are present on the side of the passage
201.

Further, FIG. 3 is an entire plan view illustrating the
commercial facility. In the entire plan view of FIG. 3, a first
relay position 701 A to an eighth relay position 701H that can
be set as relay positions of the robot 204, a first shop 205A
to an eighteenth shop 205R, and a first chair 702A to a fourth
chair 702D are described (recorded). The robot 204 moves
to a desired position that is preset via the first relay position
701A to the eighth relay position 701H in preset order. The
relay positions are set at every intersection or every turn.
With such setting, the robot 204 can pass through the relay
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positions in present order until arrival from the initial
position of the robot 204 to the desired position so as to be
capable of moving entirely through only direct advance. A
concrete example of the order of presetting the replay
positions is
701A—701E—~701F—-701B—=701C—701G—=701H—701D.
In this case, the fourth relay position 701D is one example
of the desired position. Further, the first chair 702A to the
fourth chair 702D for the users of the commercial facility
having a break are provided to the passage 201.

The number of persons who move in and out the passage
201 is not limited, and any person of the first person 203A,
the second person 203Bs, and another person who is not
present in a drawn range of FIG. 2 is described typically as
the person 203. Similarly, any one of the first shop 205A to
the eighteenth shop 205R is determined as the shop 205, any
relay position of the first relay position 701A to the eighth
relay position 701H is determined as the relay position 701,
and any chair of the first chair 702A to the fourth chair 702D
is determined as chair 702. They are typically described.

<Description of the Observing Apparatus 101>

The observing apparatus 101 observes a mobile object
present within an observing range of the observing apparatus
101 on a predetermined observing cycle (for example, 100
msec). When the observing apparatus 101 is the image
sensor 202, the image sensor 202 obtains an image, and
outputs the obtained image information as an observed value
to the person position estimating unit 102.

<Description of the Person Position Estimating Unit 102>

The person position estimating unit 102 estimates a
person ID and a position of the person 203 present within the
observing range of the observing apparatus 101 based on the
observed value obtained and input by the observing appa-
ratus 101. When the observing apparatus 101 is the image
sensor 202, for example, the person position estimating unit
102 can estimate the ID and the position of the person using
the background differencing technique. The estimated posi-
tion of the mobile object is output from the person position
estimating unit 102 to the person position history database
103.

In the background differencing technique, the person
position estimating unit 102 compares a background image
of the passage 201 that is obtained in advance by the image
sensor 202 when the person 203 is not present with an image
at present (at time of the observation in the image sensor
202) obtained by the image sensor 202. Thereafter, a region
whose pixel value is different is taken out as a difference
region by the person position estimating unit 102. Since a
noise is likely to be mixed in the image, when the person
position estimating unit 102 can decide that the difference
region is sufficiently small with respect to the person, the
person position estimating unit 102 may decide that the
difference region is not the person 203. The case where the
difference region is sufficiently small with respect to the
person is considered to be a case where a pixel number of the
difference region is not more than a threshold value preset
based on a minimum pixel number with which the mobile
object can be recognized. The detected position of the
person 203 can be, for example, a centroid position of the
difference region.

<Description of the Person Position History Database
103>

The person position history database 103 functions as one
example of a person position history database. At least the
person ID and the position of the person 203 estimated to be
obtained by the person position estimating unit 102 as well
as time when the observing apparatus 101 performs obser-



US 9,434,074 B2

13

vation are recorded as history information about the posi-
tions for the respective person IDs into the person position
history database 103. FIG. 4 illustrates an example of the
person position history database 103. The person ID allo-
cated to the person 203 and the position of the person 203,
the time when the person 203 is observed, and characteristic
information of the person 203 are recorded in the person
position history database 103 of FIG. 4. As the characteristic
information, when the image sensor 202 is used in the
observing apparatus 101, for example, color information of
the detected person 203 can be used. In order to simplify the
description in the example of FIG. 4, the characteristic is
expressed by only one color such as “Red” or “Blue”, and
a proportion of colors included in the actually detected
region of the person 203 (color histogram) may be recorded
as the characteristic information. Further, the person ID is
uniquely allocated by the observing apparatus 101, and is an
internal ID for the robot 204 to individually discriminate the
person 203. For example, the person 203 is detected on a
position (850,150) and a position (780,401) at 12:00:00:100
Sep. 2, 2012. “Red” is extracted as the characteristic infor-
mation from the person 203 detected on the position (850,
150), and “PSN 001" is allocated to the person ID.

<Description of the Person Moving State Estimating Unit
104>

The person moving state estimating unit 104 functions as
one example of the person moving state estimating unit, and
estimates the moving direction and the moving speed at
present (at the time of the observation in the image sensor
202) of the person 203 with each person ID based on each
history of each position of each person ID (for example,
position history of a person for predetermined time)
recorded in the person position history database 103. The
estimated information is output from the person moving
state estimating unit 104 to the contact possibility deciding
unit 106 and the contact intention deciding unit 107. There-
after, the current position (at present), the moving direction
and the moving speed of the person 203 are collectively
termed “the moving state of the person 203”. The current
position of the person 203 is the latest position recorded in
the person position history database 103.

The moving direction can be obtained by the person
moving state estimating unit 104 according to the linear
approximation of the least square method. Further, the
number of the position histories to be used for the approxi-
mation is desirably fitted to a walking cycle of the person
203. FIG. 5 illustrates an example of the trajectory at time
when the person actually advances straight from a lower
right coordinate position to an upper left coordinate position
on an xy coordinate. A black square indicates the position of
a person at each observation period. When the person puts
center of gravity over the right food, a body leans to the
right, and the position of the person also slightly leans to the
right. That is to say, when only a history at time when the
person puts center of gravity over the right foot is used, the
person 203 is likely to be estimated wrongly that the person
203 turns right although actually advancing straight. For this
reason, the number of the position histories to be used for the
approximation is fitted to the walking cycle of the person
203, so that wrong estimation can be eliminated. Further, the
person moving state estimating unit 104 can set an average
speed in the histories used for the approximation as the
moving speed.

<Description of the Robot Database 105>

The robot database 105 functions as one example of the
database of the autonomous running apparatus. At least
information about the position, the moving direction, the
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moving speed, and the desired position (running information
about the robot 204) at present (at the time of the observation
in the image sensor 202) of the robot 204 is recorded in the
robot database 105 in advance.

FIG. 6A to FIG. 6C illustrate examples of the robot
database 105.

The information about the position, the moving direction,
the moving speed, and the desired position of the robot 204
(the running information about the robot 204) in every 100
millisecond that is one example of the predetermined obser-
vation period is recorded in the robot database 105 in FIG.
6A. Thereafter, the current position, moving direction, and
the moving speed of the robot 204 are collectively termed
“the moving state of the robot 204”. The moving state of the
robot 204 is, in other words, running information for the
robot 204 to run from a first position (current position) to a
second position (the relay position up to the desired position,
or the desired position). The current position of the robot 204
is the latest position recorded in the robot database 105. The
moving direction, the moving speed, and the desired posi-
tion of the robot 204 are moving control parameters that are
programmed in advance by the robot 204. For example, the
use of odometry is considered for the current position of the
robot 204. The odometry is a method for measuring an
amount of the movement of the robot 204 based on an rotary
angle of wheels of the robot 204, and when the initial
position of the robot 204 is already known, the position of
the running robot 204 can be calculated by a speed command
value converting unit 113 of the running controller 112,
described later, according to the odometry. Further, similarly
to the person 203, a position of the robot 204 may be
detected by the image sensor 202.

Further, FIG. 6B illustrates an example of information
about the shape of the robot 204 composing a part of the
robot database 105. The height and width of the robot 204,
and information about an origin of the robot 204 are
recorded in the robot database 105 of FIG. 6B. The position
of the robot 204 is a position of the origin of the robot 204
on the passage 201.

Further, FIG. 6C illustrates an example of information
about the initial position, the relay position, and the desired
position of the robot 204 that is a part of the robot database
105. The robot 204 moves from the initial position to the
relay position 701 sequentially, so as to arrive at the desired
position.

<Description about the Contact Possibility Deciding Unit
106>

The contact possibility deciding unit 106 decides whether
the person 203 and the robot 204 are likely to contact with
each other based on the moving state of the person 203 input
from the person moving state estimating unit 104 and the
moving state of the robot 204 (the running information for
the robot 204 to run from the first position to the second
position) obtained from the robot database 105. The decided
information is output from the contact possibility deciding
unit 106 to the route generating unit 108. A signal repre-
senting whether an avoiding route is generated is input from
the avoiding route generating unit 110 to the contact possi-
bility deciding unit 106.

As a method for deciding the likelihood of the contact
between the person 203 and the robot 204, for example, a
method in which the contact possibility deciding unit 106
generates a configuration space, and then the contact pos-
sibility deciding unit 106 decides whether the trajectory of
the robot 204 is included in a region formed by the person
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203 (a region including a region where the person 203 is
going to move) in a space including a time axis (1) is
considered.

The configuration space is a method for extending a space
(dimension) and regarding the robot 204 as a point so as to
facilitate path planning, and is frequently used for the path
planning of the robot 204. FIG. 7 illustrates an example of
the configuration space. FIG. 2 illustrates the arrangement of
the person 203 and the robot 204 on the passage 201 before
the configuration space is generated, and FIG. 7 illustrates a
condition after the configuration space is generated. The
robot 204 is expressed by a point 601. That is to say, the
regions of the person 203 and the shop 205 that are periph-
eral obstacles (for the robot 204) are extended by the size of
the robot 204. The extended region of the first person 203A
is set as an extended region 603A, the region of the second
person 203B is set as an extended region 603B, and the
region of the first shop 205A is set as an extended region
605A. Since the region of the second shop 205B is not
extend to a +y direction, drawing is omitted. Further, the
shape of the person 203 is considered to be approximate to,
for example, a circle whose radius is 30 cm from the
detected position of the person 203 as the center. Since the
robot 204 in the first embodiment does not move to a height
direction, a dimension in the height direction is omitted.

When the point robot 601 expressed by a point advances
into an extended region 603 of the person 203, the person
203 contacts with the robot 204.

FIG. 8A illustrates one example of a (X,y,t) three-dimen-
sional configuration space. In the example of FIG. 8A, it is
assumed that the person 203 and the robot 204 move with
the moving speed and the moving direction at present (at the
time of the observation in the image sensor 202) being
maintained. A broken line portion in FIG. 8A is a portion
where the point robot 601 advances into the extended region
603, namely, a contact portion 1602 where the person 203
and the robot 204 contact with each other. This represents
that the person 203 contacts with the robot 204 on a position
(x,y) represented by the contact portion 1602 at time (t)
indicated by the contact portion 1602.

For example, the person 203 does not contact with the
robot 204 under the condition shown in FIG. 2, but as shown
in FIG. 9, when the first person 203 A changes the direction,
the first person 203A is likely to contact with the robot 204
on a contact position 801.

<Description of the Route Generating Unit 108>

The route generating unit 108 is composed of a normal
route generating unit 109, the avoiding route generating unit
110, and the access route generating unit 111.

<Description of the Normal Route Generating Unit 109>

When the contact possibility deciding unit 106 decides
that the person 203 is unlikely to contact with the robot 204
based on information about the contact possibility decision
from the contact possibility deciding unit 106, the normal
route generating unit 109 generates a route (normal route)
(the third route) of the robot 204 to the desired position or
the relay position of the robot 204 according to the position
and the moving direction of the robot 204 at the present (at
time when necessity of the route generation is decided)
based on the running information recorded in the robot
database 105. The normal route generated by the normal
route generating unit 109 is output to the running controller
112.

A route taken to the desired position or the relay position
(hereinafter, described as the desired position) of the robot
204 is generated as the normal route by the normal route
generating unit 109 based on the position and the moving
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direction of the robot 204. Since the robot 204 can arrive at
the desired position through only straight-line moving, the
robot 204 is turned to the desired position, and then a route
for the straight-line moving is generated as the normal route
by the normal route generating unit 109.

Since the route generated by the normal route generating
unit 109 is a route for the robot 204 to provide information
to the person 203 in the environment where the person 203
and the robot 204 coexist, a route generating method based
on the straight-line moving that hardly disturb the person
203 is described as an example. However, the route gener-
ating method of the robot 204 is not necessarily limited to
this, and the route of the robot 204 may be generated by the
normal route generating unit 109 by using Dijkstra’s algo-
rithm or potential method or the like.

<Description of the Avoiding Route Generating Unit 110>

Further, when the contact possibility deciding unit 106
decides that the contact possibility between the person 203
and the robot 204 is present based on the information about
the contact possibility decision from the contact possibility
deciding unit 106 and the information about a contact
intention decision from the contact intention deciding unit
107, described later, and the contact intention deciding unit
107, described later, cannot decide that the person 203 has
the intention to contact with the robot 204, the avoiding
route generating unit 110 generates the route (avoiding
route) (first route) where the robot 204 avoids the person 203
based on the running information about the robot 204
recorded in the robot database 105 and moving information
(the moving direction and the speed) of the person 203
output by the person moving state estimating unit 104. The
route generated by the avoiding route generating unit 110 is
output to the running controller 112. A signal representing
whether an avoiding route is generated is input from the
avoiding route generating unit 110 to the contact possibility
deciding unit 106.

If the person 203 does not have the intention to contact
with the robot 204, when the robot 204 does not change the
advancing direction, the robot 204 runs in front of the person
203, and thus the person 203 is made to be change the route.
For this reason, when the contact intention deciding unit 107
cannot decide that the person 203 has the intention to contact
with the robot 204, the avoiding route generating unit 110
temporarily generates the route where the robot 204 avoids
the person 203, and the robot 204 runs along the route
generated by the avoiding route generating unit 110 (the
running controller 112, described later, controls the running
of the robot 204).

On the route where the robot 204 avoids the person 203,
the contact between the person 203 and the robot 204 may
be avoided not only by the change in the advancing direction
of'the robot 204 but also a reduction in the speed of the robot
204.

FIG. 8B illustrates one example of the route where the
robot 204 avoids the person that is generated by the avoiding
route generating unit 110 of the robot 204 in a condition
shown in FIG. 8A. In order to prevent the point robot 601
from advancing into the extended region 603, the avoiding
route generating unit 110 generates an avoiding route of
arrival at a desired position 1601 via a provisional relay
position 1603 outside the extended region 603. The provi-
sional relay position 1603 may be set on any position as long
as a straight line connecting a current position of the point
robot 601 and the provisional relay position 1603, and a
straight line connecting the provisional relay position 1603
and the desired position 1601 do not enter the extended
region 603. For example, the avoiding route generating unit
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110 generates a plurality of candidates of the provisional
relay positions randomly, and the avoiding route generating
unit 110 may set the provisional relay position candidate
which satisfies the above condition and whose distance to
the desired position 1601 is the shortest, as the provisional
relay position 1603. Further, the extended region 603 in the
(x,y,t) three-dimensional configuration space shown in FIG.
8A is regarded as an obstacle, and the avoiding route
generating unit 110 may generate a route for making the
point robot 601 arrive at the desired position 1601 using the
Dijkstra’s algorithm or the potential method or the like. The
avoiding route generated by the avoiding route generating
unit 110 is also regarded as a route where the robot 204 runs
in a direction that is different from the running direction of
the robot 204 defined by the running information on the
normal route so that the route of the person 203 does not
cross the route of the robot 204. In other words, the avoiding
route generated by the avoiding route generating unit 110
can be regarded as a route where the robot 204 runs in a
direction of the position of the person 203 at time of
generating the avoiding route estimated by the person mov-
ing state estimating unit 104 so that the route of the person
203 does not cross the route of the robot 204.

<Method for Generating the Avoiding Route for Short-
ening the Time of Contact with the Person 203>

The case where the person 203 has the intention to contact
with the robot 204 is examined. Since the robot 204 cannot
decide whether the person 203 has the intention to contact
with the robot 204, the avoiding route generating unit 110
needs to generate the route where the robot 204 avoids the
person 203 until the contact intention deciding unit 107,
described later, decides whether the person 203 has the
intention to contact with the robot 204.

At this time, when the avoiding route generating unit 110
generates the route where the robot 204 avoids the person
203 by a large margin, the person 203 who has the intention
to contact with the robot 204 should greatly change the
trajectory in order to catch up with the robot 204.

FIG. 10 illustrates an actually measured value of a state of
the change in the trajectory of the person 203 at the time
when the robot 204 avoids the person 203 by a large margin.
The person 203 changes a direction on a position 901 of the
trajectory of the person 203 in order to contact with the robot
204. The contact possibility deciding unit 106 decides that
the robot 204 likely to contact with the person 203 due to the
change in the direction by the person 203. As a result, the
avoiding route generating unit 110 temporarily generates the
route where the robot 204 avoids the person 203 by a large
margin on a position 903 of the trajectory of the robot 204,
and the robot 204 starts to move along the generated route.
Since the robot 204 avoids the person 203 by a large margin,
the person 203 having the intention to contact with the robot
204 should change the trajectory by a large margin on a
position 902 of the trajectory of the person 203 in order to
catch up with the robot 204, and thus has a bad impression
of the robot 204.

In view of the above problem, when the robot 204 is
avoiding the person 203 but the person 203 has the intention
to contact with the robot 204, for example, the avoiding
route generating unit 110 can be made to generate the
avoiding route where the robot 204 can quickly contact with
the person 203.

In the method for generating the avoiding route, for
example, the robot 204 is moved straight to the current
position of the person 203 that is the desired position. The
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current position of the person 203 is a position of the person
203 at time when the avoiding route generating unit 110
generates the avoiding route.

FIG. 11 illustrates an actual measured value of the change
in the trajectory of the person 203 at time when the robot 204
is moved on the avoiding route. The person 203 changes a
direction on a position 1001 of the trajectory of the person
203 in order to contact with the robot 204. The contact
possibility deciding unit 106 decides that the robot 204
likely to contact with the person 203 due to the change in the
direction by the person 203. As a result, the avoiding route
generating unit 110 generates an avoiding route where the
robot 204 moves to a position 1003 that is the current
position of the person 203 on a position 1002 of the
trajectory of the robot 204, and the robot 204 starts to move
along the generated route. The person 203 having the
intention to contact with the robot 204 can contact with the
robot 204 on a position 1004 due to slight change of the
trajectory.

When the person 203 and the robot 204 move with them
facing each other, namely, the robot 204 cannot avoid the
person 203 even if the robot 204 is moved to the position of
the person 203 at the time when the avoiding route is
generated, for example, the person 203 is assumed to make
uniform linear motion as described about the avoiding route
generating unit 110, and the avoiding route generating unit
110 may generate a route that does not enter a region
occupied by the person 203 in a space to which the time axis
(t) is added.

<Method for Detecting the Change in the Trajectory of the
Person 203 in Short Time>

A case where the resolution of the image sensor 202 is
low, and thus the accuracy of position detection of the
person 203 through the image sensor 202 is not satisfactory
or the accuracy of the position detection of the person 203
through the image sensor 202 is deteriorated due to a change
in an illumination condition is examined. When the accuracy
of the position detection of the person 203 is not satisfactory
as described above, the slight trajectory change of the person
203 on a position 1004 of the trajectory of the person 203 in
FIG. 11 is unlikely to be detected by the image sensor 202.
In such a case, the avoiding route generating unit 110
generates the avoiding route where the change in the tra-
jectory of the person 203 is increased, and then, the robot
204 is demanded to employ the generated avoiding route.
However, when the change in the trajectory for allowing the
robot 204 to follow the avoiding route is large, the person
203 has a bad impression of the robot 204. Therefore, the
avoiding route generating unit 110 generates the avoiding
route of the robot 204 where the change in the trajectory of
the person 203 is the largest within a range where a bad
impression is not given to the person 203.

FIG. 12 illustrates an actual measured value with which
the change in the trajectory of the person 203 is the largest
within the range where a bad impression is not given to the
person 203. The person 203 changes a direction in order to
contact with the robot 204 on a position 1101 of the
trajectory of the person 203. The contact possibility deciding
unit 106 decides that the robot 204 likely to contact with the
person 203 due to the change in the direction by the person
203. As a result, the avoiding route generating unit 110
generates a route where the robot 204 avoids the person 203
on a position 1102 of the trajectory of the robot 204, and the
robot 204 starts to move along the generated route. The
person 203 having the intention to contact with the robot 204
changes the trajectory on a position 1103 of the trajectory of
the person 203 so as to contact with the robot 204.
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The concrete method for generating the avoiding route of
the robot 204 is described with reference to FIG. 13. The
contact possibility deciding unit 106 decides that the robot
204 is likely to contact with the person 203 due to the change
in the direction on a position 1201 of the trajectory of the
person 203. Perception-reaction time of the person 203 is
considered to be 1 second (when a case where the person
203 is an aged person is assumed, the perception-reaction
time of the person 203 may be set longer, namely, to 1.5
second).

When a position at a time point when the moving state of
the person 203 at present (when necessity of the avoiding
route generation is decided) is maintained for 1 second is a
position 1203, it can be estimated that the person 203
changes the trajectory on the position 1203 of the trajectory
of the person 203 so as to follow the avoiding motion of the
robot 204. For this reason, the robot 204 needs to maintain
the running on the avoiding route during time obtained by
adding the perception-reaction time and time required for
detecting the change in the trajectory of the person 203
(emergency stop for avoiding contact between another
pedestrian and an obstacle is enabled). For example, at least
time required for one walking cycle of the person 203 (for
example, 1 second) is secured as the time required for
detecting the change in the trajectory of the person 203 (as
to the reason for this, see the description about the person
moving state estimating unit 104) depending on the perfor-
mance of the image sensor 202 (the detection position
accuracy and an observing cycle of the person 203).

In a survey result, the person 203 does not have a bad
impression of the robot 204 in case of the change in the
trajectory by, for example, 30° (degrees) to 50° (degrees) (in
FIG. 12, an angle of the trajectory change on a position 1103
of the trajectory of the person 203 is about 50°). When the
trajectory change is less than 30° it is difficult to detect
whether the person 203 change the trajectory, and thus the
trajectory change is 30° or more. Therefore, it is considered
that the person 203 turns to the side of the robot 204 by a
predetermined angle within a range of 30° to 50° on the
position 1203 of the trajectory of the person 203 so as to
move (the moving speed is assumed to be maintained at a
moving speed at present (at that time)). It is considered that
the person 203 takes the above route to move, and the robot
204 may be made to change the trajectory for enabling the
contact with the person 203. When the person 203 is a
wheelchair user and a load is applied to the direction change,
the angle required for the trajectory change for the person
203 to follow the avoiding route of the robot 204 may be set
to be less than 50°. The avoiding route generating unit 110
can estimate whether the person 203 is a wheelchair user
based on, for example, an image obtained by the image
sensor 202 according to the height and the width of the
person 203. For example, the width and the depth of the
general person 203 are about 60 cm and 20 cm, but the width
and the depth of the wheelchair user are 60 cm and 90 cm.
So, the person 203 is different from the wheelchair user. The
person position estimating unit 102 obtains the width and the
depth of the person 203 based on different image informa-
tion of the person 203 extracted by the background differ-
encing technique, and the avoiding route generating unit 110
can decide whether the general person 203 or the wheelchair
user. When the discrimination is made whether the wheel-
chair or not and a route is then generated, the difference
image information of the person 203 is input from the person
position estimating unit 102 to the avoiding route generating
unit 110.
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<Description of the Access Route Generating Unit 111>

Further, when the contact possibility deciding unit 106
decides that the person 203 is likely to contact with the robot
204 based on the information about the contact possibility
decision from the contact possibility deciding unit 106 and
the information about contact intention decision from the
contact intention deciding unit 107, described later, and the
contact intention deciding unit 107, described later, decides
that the person 203 has the intention to contact with the robot
204, the access route generating unit ill generates a route
where the robot 204 approaches the person 203 (access
route) (second route) based on the running information
about the robot 204 recorded in the robot database 105 and
the moving information about the person 203 output from
the person moving state estimating unit 104 (the moving
direction and the speed). The route generated by the access
route generating unit 111 is output to the running controller
112.

The robot 204 generates the route (access route) where the
robot 204 approaches the person 203 with the direction at
present (at the time of the measurement in the image sensor
202) being maintained. When the robot 204 approaches the
person 203, the robot 204 decelerates to stop. When the
robot 204 is mounted with a touch panel manipulatable by
the person 203, the robot 204 is stopped on a position where
the person 203 easily manipulates the touch panel (for
example, 1 m is secured as a distance between the person
203 and the robot 204).

<Description of the Contact Intention Deciding Unit 107>

The information estimated by the person moving state
estimating unit 104, the information about the route gener-
ated by the route generating unit 108, and the information
about the contact possibility decision obtained by the route
generating unit 108 from the contact possibility deciding
unit 106 are input into the contact intention deciding unit
107, the robot 204 runs on the avoiding route based on these
information. As a result, when after the robot 204 avoids the
person 203, the contact possibility deciding unit 106 again
decides that the robot 204 is likely to contact with the person
203 (the person 203 having a person ID identical to the
person 203 who is avoided on the avoiding route), it is
determined that the person 203 has the intention to contact
with the robot 204. The contact intention deciding unit 107
outputs the decided information to the route generating unit
108 (the normal route generating unit 109, the avoiding
route generating unit 110, the access route generating unit
111).

<Description of the Running Controller 112>

The running controller 112 functions as one example of an
autonomous running controller, and is composed of, for
example, the speed command value converting unit 113 and
a wheel controller 114, and controls the running of the robot
204 based on the route generated by the route generating unit
108.

The speed command value converting unit 113 calculates
a speed command value of the robot 204 based on the route
generated by the route generating unit 108. The speed
command value is a value for determining a direction
(forward rotation or reverse rotation) and a speed to and at
which each wheel is rotated when the robot 204 moves with
two wheels. As a concrete example, each wheel is driven to
be rotated forward and reverse by a motor, and an encoder
detects a rotary angle of the motor, and the speed command
value converting unit 113 calculates a rotating direction and
a rotating speed of each wheel as the speed command values
based on the detected rotary angle. The calculated speed
command values are output from the speed command value
converting unit 113 to the wheel controller 114.
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The wheel controller 114 controls the rotation of each
wheel of the robot 204 based on the speed command values
(the rotating direction and the rotating speed of each wheel)
calculated by the speed command value converting unit 113.

When the speed command value converting unit 113
estimates a self position of the robot 204 using odometry, the
self position estimated by the speed command value con-
verting unit 113 is recorded from the speed command value
converting unit 113 into the robot database 105 based on the
odometry.

<Description of Flowchart>

The motions of the respective components are described
below with reference to the flowchart in FIG. 14.

At step S1301, the image sensor 202 that is one example
of the observing apparatus 101 observes the person 203 and
the robot 204 that are present within the passage 201 that is
an observing range of the image sensor 202 at a predeter-
mined observing cycle (for example, 100 msec), and then,
obtain an image. After the obtained image information is
output as the observed value to the person position estimat-
ing unit 102, the sequence goes to step S1302.

At step S1302, the person position estimating unit 102
estimates the position of a mobile object (person) that is
present in the observing range of the observing apparatus
101 based on the observed value obtained by the observing
apparatus 101. After the estimated position of the mobile
object is output from the person position estimating unit 102
to the person position history database 103, the sequence
goes to step S1303.

When the observing apparatus 101 is the image sensor
202, for example, the position of the mobile object is
estimated by the person position estimating unit 102 using
the background differencing technique so as to be capable of
being recorded in the person position history database 103.
Since details of the background differencing technique are
described above, description of this is omitted.

At step S1303, the person moving state estimating unit
104 estimates the moving state (the moving direction and the
moving speed) of the person 203 having each person ID at
present (time when the image sensor 202 obtains the latest
image) based on the position history of each person ID
recorded in the person position history database 103. The
estimated information is output from the person moving
state estimating unit 104 to the contact possibility deciding
unit 106 and the contact intention deciding unit 107. There-
after, the sequence goes to step S1304A. The current posi-
tion of the person 203 is the latest position recorded in the
person position history database 103.

The contact possibility deciding unit 106 decides whether
the avoiding route is already generated by the avoiding route
generating unit 110 at step S1304A. When the contact
possibility deciding unit 106 decides that the avoiding route
is already generated by the avoiding route generating unit
110, the sequence goes to step S1304B. When the contact
possibility deciding unit 106 decides that the avoiding route
is not generated by the avoiding route generating unit 110,
the sequence goes to step S1305.

After the avoiding route generating unit 110 generates the
avoiding route of the robot 204 where the robot 204 avoids
the person 203, the contact possibility deciding unit 106
decides whether predetermined time (for example, about 1
second) passes at step S1304B. When the predetermined
time passes, the sequence goes to step S1305, and when the
predetermined time does not pass, the sequence returns to
step S1301. The decision is made whether the predetermined
time passes in order to secure time during which a deter-
mination is made whether the person 203 performs the
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following motion with respect to the avoiding motion of the
robot 204 after the avoiding route of the robot 204 where the
robot 204 avoids the person 203 is generated by the avoiding
route generating unit 110 and the robot 204 runs along the
avoiding route.

The contact possibility deciding unit 106 decides whether
the person 203 is likely to contact with the robot 204 based
on the moving state of the person 203 input from the person
moving state estimating unit 104, and the moving state of the
robot 204 obtained from the robot database 105 at step
S1305. When the contact possibility deciding unit 106
decides that the person 203 is likely to contact with the robot
204, the sequence goes to step S1307, and when the contact
possibility deciding unit 106 decides that the person 203 is
unlikely to contact with the robot 204, the sequence goes to
step S1306.

At step S1306, since the contact possibility deciding unit
106 decides that the person 203 is unlikely to contact with
the robot 204 based on the information about the contact
possibility decision from the contact possibility deciding
unit 106, the normal route generating unit 109 generates a
normal route leading to the desired position or the relay
position of the robot 204 (hereinafter, simply described as
the desired position) at present based on the position and the
moving direction of the robot 204 at present (at time of
observation in the image sensor 202). After the normal route
generated by the normal route generating unit 109 is output
to the running controller 112, the sequence goes to step
S1310.

In the above description, when the avoiding route is
generated and the robot 204 moves along the avoiding route
(see step S1304A to step S1304B), and the decision is made
at step S1305 that the contact possibility is not present, the
robot 204 generates the normal route so as to move along the
normal route. Instead of this, as another example, when the
decision is made at step S1305 that the contact possibility is
not present, the moving along the avoiding route is contin-
ued until the contact possibility deciding unit 106 decides at
step S1311 that second predetermined time longer than the
predetermined time of step S1304B passes (for example,
time until the avoiding motion is completed may be set. In
another manner, predetermined time such as 30 seconds may
be set). After the second predetermined time passes, the
sequence goes to step S1306, and a normal route is gener-
ated at step S1306 so that the robot 204 may move along the
normal route. As a result, the robot 204 can securely
advances along the avoiding route for the second predeter-
mined time, and during this time, the robot 204 can make the
avoiding motion with respect to the person 203. As a result,
after passing of time when the avoiding motion is assumed
to be completed without executing a complicated deciding
process for deciding whether the avoiding motion is actually
completed by using the sensor, the normal route is gener-
ated, so that the moving motion along the normal route can
be made, and thus a false motion for returning again to the
normal route before the avoiding motion is completed can be
prevented and the process can be simplified. This modified
example can be applied also to a second embodiment,
described later.

At step S1307, the contact intention deciding unit 107
decides whether the person 203 has the intention to contact
with the robot 204 based on the information estimated by the
person moving state estimating unit 104, the information
about the route generated by the route generating unit 108,
and the information about the contact possibility decision
obtained by the route generating unit 108 from the contact
possibility deciding unit 106. Concretely, the contact inten-
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tion deciding unit 107 decides whether the route generating
unit 108 already generates the avoiding route based on these
information. When the contact intention deciding unit 107
decides that the avoiding route is already generated, the
person 203 (the person 203 who has the same person ID as
the person 203 who takes the avoiding route) is again likely
to contact with the robot 204 although the robot 204 runs on
the avoiding route, and the contact intention deciding unit
107 can decide that the person 203 (the person 203 who has
the same person ID as the person 203 who takes the avoiding
route) has the intention to contact with the robot 204. In this
case, after the information about the decision is output from
the contact intention deciding unit 107 to the avoiding route
generating unit 110, the sequence goes to step S1309.

When the contact intention deciding unit 107 decides that
the avoiding route is not generated, the robot 204 runs along
the normal route, and the person 203 is likely to contact with
the robot 204 at step S1307, and thus the contact intention
deciding unit 107 cannot decide that the person 203 has the
intention to contact with the robot 204. In this case, in order
to generate the avoiding route, the decision information
from the contact intention deciding unit 107 is output to the
avoiding route generating unit 110, and then the sequence
goes to step S1308.

When the contact possibility deciding unit 106 decides
that the person 203 is likely to contact with the robot 204,
and the contact intention deciding unit 107, described later,
cannot decide that the person 203 has the intention to contact
with the robot 204, the avoiding route generating unit 110
generates the avoiding route of the robot 204 at step S1308.
After the generated avoiding route is output from the avoid-
ing route generating unit 110 to the running controller 112,
the sequence goes to S1310.

If the person 203 does not have the intention to contact
with the robot 204, when the robot 204 does not change the
advancing direction, the robot 204 runs in front of the person
203, and thus the person 203 is made to be change the route.
For this reason, when the decision cannot be made whether
the person 203 has the intention to contact with the robot
204, the avoiding route generating unit 110 temporarily
generates the avoiding route where the robot 204 avoids the
person 203, and the robot 204 runs along the route generated
by the avoiding route generating unit 110 under the control
of the running controller 112 at S1310.

When the contact possibility deciding unit 106 decides
that the person 203 is likely to contact with the robot 204,
and the contact intention deciding unit 107, described later,
decides that the person 203 has the intention to contact with
the robot 204, the avoiding route generating unit 111 gen-
erates the contact route of the robot 204 at step S1309. After
the route generated by the access route generating unit 111
is output to the running controller 112, the sequence goes to
step S1310.

The access route generating unit 111 generates the access
route for approaching the person 203 at least during time
until the person 203 recognizes a change in the moving
direction of the robot 204 with the robot 204 maintaining the
direction at present (when the necessity of the access route
is determined). When the robot 204 approaches the person
203, the robot 204 decelerates to stop. When a touch panel
manipulatable by the person 203 is mounted, the robot 204
is stopped on a position where the person 203 easily manipu-
lates the touch panel (for example, 1 m is secured as a
distance between the person 203 and the robot 204) under
the control of the running controller 112.

The speed command value converting unit 113 included
in the running controller 112 calculates the speed command
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values of the robot 204 based on the route generated by the
route generating unit 108 at step S1310. The wheel control-
ler 114 controls each wheel of the robot 204 based on the
speed command values calculated by the speed command
value converting unit 113, namely, the rotating direction and
the rotating speed of each wheel. Thereafter, the sequence
goes to step S1301.

According to the first embodiment, even when the person
203 who moves towards the robot 204 is estimated by the
person moving state estimating unit 104, the person 203
does not necessarily have the intention to contact with the
robot 204, and thus the avoiding route generating unit 110
temporarily generates the avoiding route where the robot
204 avoids the person 203, so that the running controller 112
makes the avoiding motion. As a result, the contact intention
deciding unit 107 can decide whether the person 203 who
changes a trajectory according to the avoiding motion of the
robot 204 is the person 203 who truly has the intention to
contact with the robot 204. As a result, since the robot 204
makes the avoiding motion with respect to the person 203
who does not have the intention to contact with the robot
204, a danger of the contact is eliminated, and thus the
motion does not trouble the person 203. The contact inten-
tion deciding unit 107 decides whether the person 203 has
the intention to contact with the robot 204 based on the later
change in the trajectory of the person 203 who has the
intention to contact with the robot 204, and the robot 204 is
made to contact with the person 203 smoothly, so that the
robot 204 can provide information to the person 203.

Second Embodiment

In an autonomous running control device 200B of an
information providing robot according to the second
embodiment of the present disclosure, an intention of the
person 203 to contact with the robot 204 can be decided in
consideration of information about an environment where a
person 203 and a robot 204 coexist. Such an example is
described below.

FIG. 15 illustrates one example of one section of the
commercial facility shown in FIG. 2 at 19:30 corresponding
to one example of time after shops are closed.

In the example of FIG. 15, since a first shop 205A is
closed, a shutter 1401 is closed.

FIG. 17 is a block diagram illustrating a constitution of
the autonomous running control device 200B of the infor-
mation providing robot according to the second embodi-
ment. A different point of the autonomous running control
device 200B from the autonomous running control device
200 in the first embodiment is that equipment and facility
data is recorded as a part of a robot database 105, and a
contact intention deciding unit 107 obtains the equipment
and facility data in the robot database 105.

FIG. 16 illustrates an example of the equipment and
facility data recorded as a part of the robot database 105.
Shop data of shops as facilities in the commercial facility
(information about opening hours and position coordinates
of the shops), and data of chairs as equipment (information
about utilization times and position coordinates of the
chairs) are recorded in the equipment and facility data
(information about facility or equipment) shown in FIG. 16.
Concretely, the utilization times are determined for the
facility and equipment, and shop hours of shops 205A-205C
are recorded as the utilization times. Further, chairs 702A-
702C can be utilized for 24 hours. Further, data of a region
occupied by each facility or equipment is recorded in the
equipment and facility data. For example, the first shop
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205A occupies a rectangular region where two points indi-
cated by coordinates (0,1000) and (1000,500) are diagonal
points.

In the above situation, a first person 203A changes a
trajectory and moves towards the robot 204. In the situation
shown in FIG. 2, it can be considered that the first person
203A is likely to change a trajectory in order to enter the
opening first shop 205A, but in the situation shown in FIG.
15, the first shop 205A is close, and the chair 702 for the first
person 203A to take a break is not present in a moving
direction of the first person 203A. Further, since another
person 203 is not present in the moving direction of the first
person 203A, a decision can be made that the first person
203A is highly likely to have an intention to contact with the
robot 204. In such a case, the robot 204 may generate an
access route for approaching the first person 203 A without
temporarily generating an avoiding route where the robot
204 avoids the first person 203A in a route generating unit
108.

A concrete processing method of the above motion in the
autonomous running control device 200B is described. The
contact intention deciding unit 107 refers to the robot
database 105, and extracts the information about the facility
or equipment usable at current time. When the region
occupied by the extracted facility or equipment is present in
the moving direction of the first person 203 A, the contact
intention deciding unit 107 decides that the first person
203A is likely to use the facility or equipment based on the
extracted information about the facility or equipment. Fur-
ther, when another person 203 is present in the moving
direction of the first person 203A, the contact intention
deciding unit 107 decides that the first person 203 A is likely
to contact with another person 203 based on a moving state
of the person 203 output from the person moving state
estimating unit 104. The decision whether the shop (or an
opening shop) 205 or another the person 203 is present in the
advancing direction of the first person 203A in the contact
intention deciding unit 107 can be realized by using a
method equivalent to the decision of contact possibility
between the robot 204 and the person 203. When the contact
intention deciding unit 107 decides that the first person
203A is likely to contact with the facility or equipment, the
contact intention deciding unit 107 decides that the first
person 203A is likely to use the facility or equipment.
Similarly when the contact intention deciding unit 107
decides that the first person 203A is likely to contact with
another person 203, the contact intention deciding unit 107
decides that the first person 203A is likely to move in order
to contact with another person 203.

When the contact intention deciding unit 107 decides that
the first person 203 A is likely to contact with the facility or
equipment, or another person 203, the first person 203A is
likely to have no intention to contact with the robot 204, the
avoiding route generating unit 110 temporarily generates an
avoiding route where the robot 204 avoids the first person
203A. Further, when the contact intention deciding unit 107
decides that the first person 203 A is unlikely to contact with
the facility or equipment and another person 203, and the
contact intention deciding unit 107 decides that the first
person 203A is likely to have the intention to contact with
the robot 204, the robot 204 generates an access route for
approaching the person 203 in the access route generating
unit 111.

The motions of the respective components are described
below with reference to a flowchart in FIG. 18. Since step
S1301 to step S1304B are the same as those in FIG. 14, the
illustration of them is omitted. Further, in FIG. 17, since
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details of the steps other than step S1801 and step S1802 are
equivalent to the contents described with reference to FIG.
14, description thereof is omitted.

The contact intention deciding unit 107 refers to the robot
database 105, and decides whether facility or equipment
usable by the first person 203A is present in the moving
direction of the first person 203A at step S1801. When the
contact intention deciding unit 107 decides that facility or
equipment usable by the first person 203 A is present in the
moving direction of the first person 203 A, the sequence goes
to step S1307. On the other hand, when the contact intention
deciding unit 107 decides that facility or equipment usable
by the first person 203A is not present in the moving
direction of the first person 203 A, the sequence goes to step
S1802.

The contact intention deciding unit 107 decides whether
another person 203 is present in the moving direction of the
first person 203A based on the moving state of the person
203 output from the person moving state estimating unit 104
at step S1802. When the contact intention deciding unit 107
decides that another person 203 is present in the moving
direction of the first person 203 A, the sequence goes to step
S1307. On the other hand, when the contact intention
deciding unit 107 decides that another person 203 is not
present in the moving direction of the first person 203 A, the
sequence goes to step S1309.

According to the second embodiment, in addition to the
effect of the first embodiment, when the shop 205 is not
present in the moving direction of the person 203 at present
(at time of observation in the image sensor 202) or the shop
205 present in the current moving direction of the person
203 is outside business hours, even if the intention of the
person 203 to contact with the robot 204 cannot be decided,
the access route generating unit 111 can generate the access
route for approaching the person 203.

The present disclosure is not limited to the above embodi-
ments, and can be carried out in another various forms.

For example, after the access route is generated by the
access route generating unit 111, the contact intention decid-
ing unit 107 may again decide whether the person 203
approaches the robot 204. In such a manner, the intention of
the person 203 can be again checked by the contact intention
deciding unit 107, and although the person 203 does not
have the intention to approach the robot 204, a detection is
made that the person 203 almost approaches the robot 204
wrongly, so that a wrong decision that the person 203
approaches the robot 204 can be eliminated.

Further, when the contact possibility deciding unit 106
makes the contact possibility decision, a decision may be
made whether the person 203 contacts with the robot 204
according to whether the route of the person 203 and the
route of the robot 204 cross each other. At this time, the
avoiding route generating unit 110 generates a route where
the route of the person 203 does not cross the route of the
robot 204 as the avoiding route where the robot 204 avoids
the person 203. On the other hand, the access route gener-
ating unit 111 generates the route where the route of the
person 203 crosses the route of the robot 204 as the access
route where the robot 204 approaches the person 203.

Though the present disclosure has been described above
based on the above first to second embodiments and modi-
fication examples, the present disclosure should not be
limited to the above-described first to second embodiments
and modification examples. For example, the present dis-
closure also includes the following cases.

Part or entirety of each of the above-described control
devices is actually a computer system that includes, for
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example, a microprocessor, ROM, RAM, hard disk unit,
display unit, keyboard, mouse, and the like. A computer
program is stored on the RAM or the hard disk unit.
Functions of each of the control devices can be achieved by
the microprocessor operating according to the computer
program. The computer program mentioned here is a com-
bination of a plurality of instruction codes that indicate
commands to a computer for achieving predetermined func-
tions.

For example, each component can be implemented as a
result that a program executing section (part/unit) such as a
CPU reads and executes software programs recorded in a
recording medium such as a hard disk or semiconductor
memory. Here, software that implements a part or entirety of
the control devices according to each of the above-men-
tioned embodiments and modification examples is a follow-
ing program. That is to say, this program has a computer
execute the sections (parts/units) defined in claims. The
program has a computer execute the units/steps defined in
claims. That is, such a program is a program for an autono-
mous running control device of an autonomous running
apparatus for changing a running route of the autonomous
running apparatus according to a motion of a person with
respect to the autonomous running apparatus running
towards a destination given in advance, the program making
a computer function as:

an avoiding route generating unit that generates a first
route where the autonomous running apparatus avoids the
person when the person is likely to contact with the autono-
mous running apparatus according to a position history of
the person for predetermined time;

a contact intention deciding unit that decides whether the
person has an intention to approach the autonomous running
apparatus when the autonomous running apparatus runs
along the first route generated by the avoiding route gener-
ating unit;

an access route generating unit that generates a second
route where the autonomous running apparatus approaches
the person when the contact intention deciding unit decides
that the person has the intention to approach the autonomous
running apparatus; and

an autonomous running controller that controls running of
the autonomous running apparatus along the first route or the
second route.

In addition, it may be possible to execute the program by
downloading it from a server or reading it from a predeter-
mined storage medium (an optical disc such as a CD-ROM,
a magnetic disc, a semiconductor memory, or the like).

Further, one or more computers can be used to execute the
program. That is, centralized processing or distributed pro-
cessing can be performed.

By properly combining the arbitrary embodiment(s) or
modification(s) of the aforementioned various embodiments
and modifications, the effects possessed by the embodi-
ment(s) or modification(s) can be produced.

The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No.:
2013-058646 filed on Mar. 21, 2013, including specification,
claims, drawings, and summary are incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

In the method and device for controlling autonomous
running of the autonomous running apparatus, and the
program for the autonomous running control device of the
present disclosure, even when a person who goes towards
the autonomous running apparatus is detected, in consider-
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ation of that the person does not always have the intention
to contact with the autonomous running apparatus, the
motion for avoiding the person is temporarily made. As a
result, the decision can be made that the person who changes
atrajectory to follow the avoiding motion of the autonomous
running apparatus truly has the intention to contact with the
autonomous running apparatus. As a result, since the autono-
mous running apparatus makes the avoiding motion for a
person who does not have the intention to contact with the
autonomous running apparatus, there is no danger of con-
tact, and the motion that does not trouble the person is made.
Further, the decision is made whether the person, who has
the intention to contact with the autonomous running appa-
ratus, has the intention to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus according to the later change in the
trajectory of the person, so that the contact with the person
is smoothly performed and information can be provided.
Therefore, the present disclosure can be useful particularly
for the autonomous running control method and device for
the autonomous running apparatus, and the program for the
autonomous running control device in large-scale commer-
cial facilities or tourist facilities or hospitals where persons
are considered to frequently demand the information from
the autonomous running apparatus.

Although the present disclosure has been fully described
in connection with the embodiments thereof with reference
to the accompanying drawings, it is to be noted that various
changes and modifications are apparent to those skilled in
the art. Such changes and modifications are to be understood
as included within the scope of the present disclosure as
defined by the appended claims unless they depart there-
from.

What is claimed is:
1. An autonomous running control method of an autono-
mous running apparatus for changing a running route of the
autonomous running apparatus according to a motion of a
person with respect to the autonomous running apparatus
that runs towards a destination given in advance, the method
comprising:
controlling running of the autonomous running apparatus
along a first route where an autonomous running con-
troller avoids the person when the person is likely to
contact with the autonomous running apparatus accord-
ing to a position history of the person for predetermined
time;
deciding whether the person has an intention to approach
and make contact the autonomous running apparatus in
a contact intention deciding unit after the autonomous
running apparatus runs along the first route;

generating a second route where the autonomous running
apparatus approaches the person in an access route
generating unit when decision is made that the person
has the intention to approach and make contact with the
autonomous running apparatus; and

controlling the running of the autonomous running appa-

ratus along the second route in the autonomous running
controller so that the autonomous running apparatus
makes contact with the person.
2. The autonomous running control method of the autono-
mous running apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the decision whether the person is likely to contact with
the autonomous running apparatus is made by:

estimating a moving direction and a moving speed of the
person based on the position history of the person for
the predetermined time in a person moving state esti-
mating unit; and
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deciding whether the person is likely to contact with the
autonomous running apparatus in a contact possibility
deciding unit based on the moving direction and the
moving speed of the person estimated by the person
moving state estimating unit and running information
about running of the autonomous running apparatus
from a first position to a second position.

3. The autonomous running control method of the autono-

mous running apparatus according to claim 2, wherein

when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that the 10

contact is likely to be made, an avoiding route gener-
ating unit generates the first route.
4. The autonomous running control method of the autono-
mous running apparatus according to claim 3, wherein
after the autonomous running apparatus runs along the
first route, the contact intention deciding unit decides
whether the person has the intention to approach the
autonomous running apparatus based on decision in the
contact possibility deciding unit.
5. The autonomous running control method of the autono-
mous running apparatus according to claim 4, wherein
when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that the
contact is unlikely to be made, a normal route gener-
ating unit generates a third route for moving to the
destination,
the autonomous running controller controls the running of
the autonomous running apparatus along the third
route.
6. The autonomous running control method of the autono-
mous running apparatus according to claim 5, wherein
when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that the
autonomous running apparatus is likely to contact with
the person, and the contact intention deciding unit does
not decide that the person has the intention to approach
the autonomous running apparatus, the autonomous
running controller controls the running of the autono-
mous running apparatus along the first route.
7. The autonomous running control method of autono-
mous running apparatus according to claim 6, wherein
the first route generated by the avoiding route generating
unit is a route which avoids a region where the person
moves based on the moving direction and moving
speed of the person estimated by the person moving
state estimating unit and where the autonomous run-
ning apparatus runs so that a route of the person and a
route of the autonomous running apparatus do not cross
each other.
8. The autonomous running control method of the autono-
mous running apparatus according to claim 7, wherein
the first route generated by the avoiding route generating
unit is a route where the autonomous running apparatus
runs to a direction of a position of the person at time
when the first route to be estimated by the person
moving state estimating unit is generated so that the
route of the person and the route of the autonomous
running apparatus do not cross each other.
9. The autonomous running control method of the autono-
mous running apparatus according to claim 6, wherein
after the autonomous running apparatus starts to run along
the second route generated by the avoiding route gen-
erating unit, the autonomous running apparatus runs
along the second route until, at least, the person rec-
ognizes a change in a moving direction of the autono-
mous running apparatus.
10. The autonomous running control method of the
autonomous running apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein
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after the autonomous running apparatus avoids the per-
son, the avoiding route generating unit generates the
first route so that an angle of change in a trajectory
required for the person to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus falls within a range of 30° to 50°.

11. The autonomous running control method of the

autonomous running apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein

when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that the
person is likely to contact with the autonomous running
apparatus, and even when the contact intention decid-
ing unit cannot decide the intention of the person to
contact with the autonomous running apparatus based
on information about opening hour of a shop present
within a range where the autonomous running appara-
tus moves because the shop is not present in the moving
direction of the person or the shop present in the
moving direction of the person is outside the opening
hour, the access route generating unit generates a
second route where the contact with the person is made.

12. An autonomous running control device of an autono-

mous running apparatus for changing a running route of the
autonomous running apparatus according to a motion of a
person with respect to the autonomous running apparatus
that runs towards a destination given in advance, the appa-
ratus comprising:

an avoiding route generating unit that generates a first
route where the autonomous running apparatus avoids
the person when the person is likely to contact with the
autonomous running apparatus based on a position
history of the person for predetermined time;

a contact intention deciding unit that decides whether the
person has an intention to approach and make contact
the autonomous running apparatus when the autono-
mous running apparatus runs along the first route
generated by the avoiding route generating unit;

an access route generating unit that generates a second
route where the autonomous running apparatus
approaches the person when the contact intention
deciding unit decides that the person has the intention
to approach and make contact with the autonomous
running apparatus; and

an autonomous running controller that controls running of
the autonomous running apparatus along the first route
or the second route so that the autonomous running
apparatus makes contact with the person.

13. The autonomous running control device of the autono-

mous running apparatus according to claim 12, wherein
the decision in the contact intention deciding unit whether
the person has the intention to approach the autono-
mous running apparatus is made by:

a person position obtaining unit that obtains a position of
the person at every predetermined time;

a person moving state estimating unit that obtains the
position history of the person for predetermined time
from a position of the person at every predetermined
time obtained by the person position obtaining unit and
estimates a moving direction and a moving speed of the
person; and

a contact possibility deciding unit that decides whether
the person is likely to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus based on the moving direction and
moving speed of the person estimated by the person
moving state estimating unit and running information
for the autonomous running apparatus to run from a
first position to a second position.
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14. The autonomous running control device of the autono-
mous running apparatus according to claim 13, further
comprising:

a normal route generating unit that generates a third route
for moving to the destination when the contact possi-
bility deciding unit decides that the contact is unlikely
to be made.

15. The autonomous running control device of the autono-

mous running apparatus according to claim 14, wherein
the autonomous running controller:

controls running of the autonomous running apparatus
along the first route or the second route or the third
route, and when the contact possibility deciding unit
decides that the autonomous running apparatus is likely
to contact with the person, and the contact intention
deciding unit does not decide that the person has the
intention to approach the autonomous running appara-
tus, controls the running of the autonomous running
apparatus along the first route.

16. The autonomous running control device of the autono-
mous running apparatus according to claim 15, further
comprising:

aperson position history database in which the position of
the person obtained by the person position obtaining
unit is recorded in chronological order; and

an autonomous running apparatus database having the
running information for the autonomous running appa-
ratus to run from the first position to the second
position, wherein

the person moving state estimating unit obtains the posi-
tion history of the person for the predetermined time
from the position of the person at every predetermined
time recorded in the person position history database,
and estimates the moving direction and moving speed
of the person,

the contact possibility deciding unit decides whether the
person is likely to contact with the autonomous running
apparatus based on the moving direction and moving
speed of the person estimated by the person moving
state estimating unit, and the running information
recorded in the autonomous running apparatus data-
base.

17. The autonomous running control device of the autono-

mous running apparatus according to claim 16, wherein

at least an opening hour of a shop present within a range
where the autonomous running apparatus moves are
recorded in the autonomous running apparatus data-
base,

10

20

30

40

45

32

when the contact possibility deciding unit decides that the
person is likely to contact with the autonomous running
apparatus, and even when the contact intention decid-
ing unit cannot decide the intention of the person to
contact with the autonomous running apparatus based
on information about the opening hour of the shop
present within the range where the autonomous running
apparatus moves because the shop is not present in the
moving direction of the person or the shop present in
the moving direction of the person is outside the
opening hour, the access route generating unit gener-
ates the second route where the contact with the person
is made.

18. The autonomous running control device of the autono-

mous running apparatus according to claim 12, wherein
after the autonomous running apparatus avoids the per-
son, the avoiding route generating unit generates the
first route so that an angle of change in a trajectory
required for the person to contact with the autonomous
running apparatus falls within a range of 30° to 50°.

19. A non-transitory computer-readable recording

medium including a program for an autonomous running
control device of an autonomous running apparatus for
changing a running route of the autonomous running appa-
ratus according to a motion of a person with respect to the
autonomous running apparatus running towards a destina-
tion given in advance, the program making a computer
function as:

an avoiding route generating unit that generates a first
route where the autonomous running apparatus avoids
the person when the person is likely to contact with the
autonomous running apparatus according to a position
history of the person for predetermined time;

a contact intention deciding unit that decides whether the
person has an intention to approach and make contact
the autonomous running apparatus when the autono-
mous running apparatus runs along the first route
generated by the avoiding route generating unit;

an access route generating unit that generates a second
route where the autonomous running apparatus
approaches the person when the contact intention
deciding unit decides that the person has the intention
to approach and make contact with the autonomous
running apparatus; and

an autonomous running controller that controls running of
the autonomous running apparatus along the first route
or the second route so that the autonomous running
apparatus makes contact with the person.
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